5 


DREADFUL VISITATION, 


_ # ox #5436: as HDD = * ee 4 LY 
IN b ** 14 wp . IS 
* 
0 PS. I. * — 
9 * . - 3 


SHORT ACCOUNT gf, the PROGRESS and Pan 


— — 

4 O 8 F — 1 LEY T7 F * x 

„ * 0 , 4 0 . bo { , 
” * 4 4 * 
* g 4 
4 — * * = 1 
% * 
* 

- . - * F ' 
* o 8 8 p S 37 # 
7 £ 

* 
, Y —- Y d - 
. * . MY 
. W 4 2 
- = - 


he laſt time it 3 in the city of . 
the year 1665, extracted from the memoirs 
of a perſon who reſided chere e IE 


whole time of that infeQion. .. 1 1% : 


a i 0.7 


— — — 
0 that they were wiſe, that they elle this, 1 that , 
4 


cald Forfar their e . Deut. xi. * 1 


5 7 MAD EF. L P H Ze: : 725 170 


riated by JOSEPH CRUKSHANK on de North ſide 
ol Market-Street, between Second and Third Streets, _. 


* 1 88 


8 M DCC xxx. 


- 


8 


| 


a » # * a * bu - 

8 ** 

- * — 8 4 * 
1 

- 
. 
. 
0 * 

- 1 : " 


6 


A MONGST the many catamities wit 


which the Almighty is pleaſed to vil 


the children of men, in order to reduce them 
ta a juſt ſenſe of their own weakneſs and entire 


dependence upon him, there 1s ſcarce any that 


are more productive of true penitent humiln: 


tion, and of a ſight of what is really good and 
truly evil, than thoſe contagious diſtempers, 
which an offended God ſometimes ſuffers t 


rage amongſt the people. In the year 1665 the 


8s 


| city of London was ſorely viſited by the plague: 
An account of the progreſs and effects of that 


viſitation was kept by a citizen who remained 


4 there during the whole time of the ſicknel, 


and appears to have been - candid and judici 
ous in his remarks therean. I truſt my read 
ers may, in a mort deſcription of that memo: 
Table judgment, meet with ſuch lelſons of bel 
wiſdom, which nothing can ſo effectually pro 


. - duce, as aclofe and ſerious converſe with deatl 


and the grave. . The introduction of this can 
tagion in London was by ſome goods importet 


5 from Holland, which had been brought thathi 
from che Levant. It farſt broke out ig * 
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* 3 * * 
goods were opened, from 
whence it ſpread to other houſes; In the firſt? 
houſe that was infected there died four 
A neighbour who went to viſit them returning 
home, gave the diſtemper to her family, and 
died with all her houſhold. 


ing alſo infected, the phyſicians perceived the 
danger, and, upon narrow inſpection, aſſured, 
that it was indeed the plague with all its terri- 
fying particulars, and that it threatened a ge- 
neral infection. The people began now to be 
alarmed all over the town ; the uſual numbet 
of burials within the bills of mortality for a 
week were generally about 240 to 30, hut 


from the 17th to the 24th Jan. the printed bi 


was 474. However this went off again, anck the 
froſt continuing very fevere till near the end of 


February, the bills decreaſed again, and people 1 


began to look upon the danger as good as over 


but in May the bills greatly increaſed; and the 


weather becoming hot, the infedtion e 
again, in a dreadful manner. Wt 
[ lived; ſays the author, 


con ſternation was very great, and the nobilit 
and gentry thronged out of the town with their 
families in an unuſual manner; nothing was 


to be ſeen but waggons, ' carts; and coaches: with 
goods and people, and horſe-men: attending 
them, burrying away; then empty waggons 
e A 2 | and 


perſons: 


The pariſh officers 
who were employed about the ſick perſons be- 


without Aldgate; 
and as the diſtemper had not reached to that 
fide of the city, our neighbourhood continue 
eaſy; but at the other end of the town the | 


(4) 

ind carts appeared, who were apparently re- 
turning to fetch more people, beſides innumer- 
able numbers of people on horſeback, fitted 
out for travelling. This was a very melan- 
choly proſpect; indeed there was nothing elſe 
of moment to be ſeen ; it filled my mind with 
very ſerious thoughts of the miſery that was 
coming upon the city, and the unhappy con- 
dition of thoſe that would be left in it. By the 
end of July the contagion had ſpread and in- 
creaſed to a great degree: Sorrow and ſadneſs 
ſat upon every face; and though ſome- parts 
were: not yet overwhelmed, all looked deeply 
concerned, London might well be ſaid to be all 
in tears, the mourners did not go about the 
ſtreets, for nobody made a formal dreſs of 
- Mourning for their neareſt relations, but the 
voice of mourning was indeed heard in the 
ſreets ; the ſhrieks of women and children at 
the windows and doors of their houſes where 
their deareſt relations were dying, were fo fre- 


” 


Auent to be heard as we paſſed the ſtreets, that 
it was enough to pierce the ſtouteſt heart in 


the world; Tears and lamentations were ſeen 


., almoſt in every houſe, eſpecially in the firſt 


Part of the viſitation ; for towards the latter 
end people did not ſo much concern themſelves 
for the loſs of their friends, expecting that 
themſelves would be ſummoned the next hour. 
It was a time of very unhappy breaches 4. 
mongſt us; in matters of religion, diviſions 


and ſeparate opinions prevailed; the Church 


olf England was lately reſtored, and the Pref 
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byterians and other profeſſions had ſet up their 


meetings for worſhip, "apart, in which they 
were frequently diſturbed, the government. 


endeavouring to ſuppreſs their meetings. But 
this dreadful viſitation reconciled the different 
parties, and took away all manner of prejudice 
and ſcruple from the people. But after the ſick- 
neſs was over, that ſpirit of charity ſabſided, 
and things returned to their own channel again, 


Here we may obſerve, that a nearer view of 


death would ſoon reconcile men of good prin- 
ciples to one another, and that it is chiefly owing. 
to our eaſy ſituations in life, and our putting 
theſe things far from us, that our breaches 9 
fomented, and that there is fa much prejudice 
and want of chriſtian charityand union amongſt 
us. A cloſe view and converſe with death, or 
with diſeaſes that threaten death, would ſcùm 
off the gall of our temper, remove our animo- 
ities, and bring us to ſee with different eyes. 
On the other fide of the grave we ſhall all Be 
brethren again. 8 7.24.% IO EIN 
The inns of court were now all ſhut ups 
there was but few lawyers to be ſeen in the 
city, indeed there was no need of them, for 
quarrels and diviſions about intereſt had ceaſed; - 
every Boy wieat' peace. > TEE nes 
It was alſo worthy of obſervation, as well 


5 fruitful of inſtruction, to obſerve with what. 
aacrity the people of all perſnaſions embraced 
the opportunities they had of attending upon 
the publick worſhip, and other appointed times 
of devotion, as humiliations, fa 


iÞgs and pub- | 
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89 
lick confeſſions of ſins, to implore the mercy 
of God, and avert the judgment which hung 
over their heads. The churches were ſo throng, 
ed, that there was often no coming near, no, 
not to the yery door of the largeſt churches, 
There was alſo daily prayers appointed morn: 
ing and evening, at which the pcople attended 
: with uncommon devotion. 
All plays and interludes Which bad Jately 
began to. increaſe amongſt us, were forbid q 
act; the gaming-tables, publick dancing · rœom 
and mufick-houſes, which multiphed and be: 
gan to debauch the manners of the people, 
Were ſhut up and ſuppreſſed, ſinding indeed 
nd trade; for the minds of the people” were 
generally. humbled and agitated with other 
things, death was before their eyes, and every 
bouly | beg an to think of their graves. 
The infettion {till gradually increaſed till th 
middle of, Auguſt, when there died a thouſand 
day, by account of the weekly bills, thoug| 
they never gave a full account by many thou 
ſands; many of the pariſh officers were . taken 
tick themſelves and died when their accoun 
was to be given in. The pariſh of Stepne) 
| alone. had within the year, one rad and fix 
teen ſextons, grave-diggers and carriers of th 
dead, &c. Indeed the work was not of a na. 
ture. to allow them leiſure to take an exact tal 
ot the dead bodies, which were all thrown-to 
gether 1 in the dark in a pit, to Which no man 
could come near without the utmoſt peril- 
<< bad, lays the A950 che care ot l 
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(Py 
ther's houſe, which N 4 me ſometimes to 
go abroad. In theſe walks I had diſmal ſcenes 
defore my eyes, as, particularly, of perſons 
falling dead in the ſtreets, terrible ſhrieks of 
women, who in their agonies would throw 
open their chamber- windows, and cry out in 
2 diſmal ſurpriſing manner; it is impoſſible 
to deſcribe the variety of poſtures in which 
the paſſions of the poor people would expreſs 
themſelyes. Paſſing through Token-Houſs · 
yard, of a ſudden a caſement violently opened 
uſt over my head, and a woman gave three 


irightful ſcreeches, and then cry'd: Ob / Death, 
Death, Death, which ſtruck me with horror: 
and a chilneſs in my very blood. There was 
nobody to be ſeen in the whole ſtreet, neither 
did any window open, for people had no curi- 
oſit 

Bell-Alley, where there was a greater' cry than, 
that; I could hear women and children run 
ſcreaming about the rooms like diſtracted, 
when a garret-window opened, and ſomebody 
from a window on the other fide aſked, What 
is the matter ? Upon which it was anſwered, 
0h Lord my «ld maſter has hanged himſelf. The 
other aſked again, /s he quite dead? And the 
irſt anſwered, Ay; ay quite dead and cold. This 
perſon was a Deputy-Alderman and very rich. 
But this is but one inſtance; it is ſcarce credi- 
ble what dreadful caſes happened in particular 
families every day. People in the rage of the: 
diſtemper or in the torment of the ſwelling, 
which was indeed intolerable, becoming * 
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now in any caſe. I went on to paſs into 


| 8 

and diſtracted, oftentimes laid violent hands 
upon themſelves, throwing themſelves out 6f 
windows, or breaking out of the houſes, would 
dance naked about the ftreets, not knowing 
one extaſy from another; others, if not pre- 
vented, would run directly down to the river, 
and plunge into the water, Some dying of 
mere grief as a paſſion, and ſome of fright and 
furprize, without having received the infection. 
It often pierced my very ſoul, to hear the 
groans and cries of thoſe who were thus: tor- 
mented ; but this of the fwellings was account- 
ed the moſt promiſing particular in the whole 
infection; for if theſe ſwellings could be brought 
to break and run, the patient generally reco- 
vered. Whereas thoſe who were ſtruck with 
death at the beginning of the diſtemper, and 
had ſpots come upon them, often went about 
indifferent eaſy, till a little before they died, 
and ſome till the moment they dropt down; 
ſuch would be taken ſuddenly very ſick, and 
would run to ſome convenient place, or to 
| their own houſes if poſſible, and there fit down, 
grow faint and die. 2 Bo 

Death did not now hover over every one's 
head only, but looked into their houſes and 
chambers, and even ſtared in their very faces; 
and though there was ſome ſtupidity and dul- 
neſs of mind, yet there was a great deal of juſt 
alarm founded in the inmoſt ſoul : Many con- 


| ſrichces were awakened ; many hard hearts 
F melted into tears; many a penitent confeſſion 


was made of crimes long concealed. - es.” 
: 4 17 | ; mig 0 
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wight be heard even in the ſtreets as we paſſed 
along calling upon God for mercy, through 
jeſus Chriſt, and ſaying: I have been a thief; 

| have been an adulterer; I have been a mur 
derer, and the like; aud none durſt ſtop to 
make inquiry into ſuch things, or to admini- 
ſter comfort to the poor creature, who in the 
mguiſh both of ſoul and body thus cried out. 
* were the warnings that were then given 
by dying penitents to others, not to put off 


and delay their repentance to a day of diſtreſs, - 


that ſuch a time of calamity as this was no time 
for repentance. I wiſh, ſays the author, I could 
repeat the very ſound of thoſe groans and ex- 
clamations that I heard from ſome poor. dying 
creatures, when in the height of their agonies 
and diſtreſs, and that I could make him tlrat 
reads this, hear asI imagine, I now hear them, 
for the ſound ſeems ſtill to ring in my ears. In 
the beginning of September the number of 
burials increafing, the church-wardens of Ald- 
gate pariſh ordered a large pit to be dug, to 
hold all the dead which might die in a month, 
it was about forty feet long and ſixteen broad; 8 
{ome blamed the church-wardens for ſuffering 
ſuch a frightful gulf to be dug; nevertheleſs 
in two weeks they had thrown more than 


eleven hundred boclies into it, when they were 


obliged to fill it up, as the bodies were come 
within fix feet of the ſurface. My curioſity 
drove me to go and ſee this pit, when there 
* been near four hundred people buried in 
* got admittance 1 into the church- yard, by 


means 


d 


(8 3 
means of the ſexton, who was a ſenſible, reli- 
gious man. He would have perſuaded me not 
to go, ſaying, That it was indeed their duty to 
venture, and in it they might hope to be preſerved ; 

but that, as I had no apparent call, he thought, 
my curigſity could not juſtiſy my running that hazard, 
1 told him, I had been preſſed in my mind to go, 
and that perhaps it might be an inſtructing ſigbt. 
Nay, ſays the good man, i you wil venture upon 
that ſcore, in the name of God go in; it will be a 


 ferman to you, it may be the beſt you ever heard in 


your life, His diſcourſes had fhock'd my veſo- 
lution, and I ſtood wavering for a good while; 
but juſt then I heard the bell- man, and the cart, 
loaded with dead bodies, appearing, I went in. 


There was nobody, as I could perceive, at firſt 


with the cart but the buriers, ind the man that 
Jed the cart; but when they came to the pit, 
they ſaw a man mufficd in a cloak who appeared 
in great agony; the buriers immediately gather: 
ed about him, ſuppoſing he was one of thoſe 
poor delirious or deſperate creatures, that 


kets, and throw themſelves in, and as they 
ſaid, bury themſelves. When the buriers came 
to him they ſoon found he was neither deſperate 
nor diſtempered in mind, but, one oppreſſed 


with a dreadful weight of grief, having his 


wife and ſeveral children all in the cart, that 
was juſt come in with him, and he followed i in 
agony and excels of ſorrow. He calmly de- 


fired the buriers to let him alone, ſaid he would 
only ſee the bodies thrown in, and go aw 2A : 


would ſometimes run to the pit, wrapt in blan- 
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ſo they left importuning him. But no ſooner 
was the cart turned round, and the bodies ſhot 
into the pit promiſcuouſly, which was a ſurpriſe 
to him, for he at leaſt expected, they would 
have been decently laid in, though indeed he 
was afterwards convinced that was impracti- 
cable, I ſay, no ſooner did he fee the fight, but 
he cryed out aloud, unable to contain himſelf, 
and fell down in a ſwoon ; the buriers ran to 
him, 2nd took him up, and when he was come 
to himſelf, Jed him to a place where he was 
taken care of. He looked into the pit again, 
as he went away, but the buriers had covered 
the bodies ſo immediately with throwing earth, 
that nothing could be ſcen. The cart had in 
it ſixteen or ſeyetiteen bodies. 
wrapt up 1n linen theets, ſome in rugs, ſome 
little other than naked, or ſo looſe, that what 
covering they had fell from them, in the 
ſhooting out of the cart, and they fell quite 
naked among the reſt ; but the matter was not 
much to them, or the indecency much to any 
one elle, ſeeing they were to be huddled to- 

gether into the common grave of mankind ; 
tor here was no difference made, but poor ind 

rich went together; there was no other wa 

of burials, neither was it poſſible there ſhould.” 
John Hayward, under-iexton, that. is, grave 
digger and bearer of the dead, never had the 
diſtemper at all, but lived about twenty years 
after it. His wife was employed to nurſe the 
infected people; yet ſhe herſelf never was in- 
tected. The only pr eſervative he uſed againſt 
| : 1 44 
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the infection, was holding garlick and rue in 
his mouth, and ſmoakibg tobacco; this I had 
from his own mouth. His wife's remedy was 
waſhing. her head in vinegar, and ſprinkling 
her head-clothes ſo with vinegar, as to keep 

them always moiſt ; and if the {mell of any of 


thoſe ſhe waited on was more than ordinary: 


offenſive, the ſnuffed vinegar up into her noſe, 
ſprinkled her head-clothes and held a hanker- 
chief wetted with vinegar to her, mouth. 

And here I muſt not omit mentioning the 
diſpoſition of the people of that day; with re- 
ſpect to their charity to the poor, which indeed 
was very large both 1n a publick and a private 
way. Some pious ladies were ſo zealous in this 
good work, and fo confident in the protection 
of providence, in the diſcharge of this great 
duty, that they went about themſelves diſtri- 
buting alms, and viſiting the poor families that 
were infected, in their very houſes, appointing 
nurſes and apothecaries to ſupply them with 
what they wanted; thus giving their bleſſings 
to the poor in ſubſtantial relief, as well as 
hearty prayers for them, I will not undertake 
to fay, that none of theſe charitable people were 
ſullered to die of the plague, but this I may 
ſay, that I never knew any of them miſcarried, 
which I mention for the encouragement. of 
others in caſe of like diſtreſs; and doubtleſs, if 
they, that give to the poor, lend to the Lord, ane 


be will repay it, thoſe that hazard their lives to 
give to the poor, and to comfort and aſſiſt them 


be pro- 


in ſuch a 8 as © wi may. hope to 
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„„ 
From the middle of Auguſt to the middle of 
September theinfection ſtill increaſed and ſpread 


itſelf, with an irreſiſtible fury; it was reckoned, 

that during that time there died no leſs than 
ixteen hundred a day, one day with another. 
It was then that the confuſion and terror was 


inexpreſſible; the courage of the people appoint- 


ed to carry away the dead, began to fail them; 
the vigilance of the magiſtrates was now put to 
the utmoſt trial. At laſt the violence of the diſ- 
temper came to ſuch a height that the people ſat 
till looking at one another, and ſeemed quite 
abandoned to deſpair. In a word, people began 
to give themſelves up to fear, that there was no- 
thing to be expected but a univerſal deſolation. 
This deſpair made people bold and venturous, 
they were no more ſhy of one another, as ex- 
pecting there was now no avoiding the diſtem- 
per, but that all muſt go, this brought them to 
crowd into the churches, they inquired no more 
what condition the people who ſat near them 
were in, but looking upon themſelves alſo as ſo 
many dead corps, they came to the churches 
without the leaſt caution, and crowded together, 
iS if their lives were of no conſequence, compa- 
red to the work which they were come about: 
indeed, their zeal in coming, and the carpeſineſs 
and affectionate attention they ſhewed to what 
they heard, made it — what value peo · 
ple would put upon the worſhip of God, if 


Whey thought, every day they attended at the 


church, would be their laſt. It was in the 
height of this deſpair, that 6 picaſed God to 
8 | 9 „ ES ſtay 


n 
ſtay bis hand, and to flacken the fury of the 
contagion, in a manner as ſurpriſing as that 
of its beginning, and which demonſtrated it 
to be his own particular hand above the agen- 
cy of means; nothing but omnipotent power 
could have done it; the contagion, deſpiſed 
all medicine ; death raged in every corner, and 
had it gone on as it did then, a few weeks more 
would have cleared the town of all its inhabi- 
tants. In that very moment when thirty thou- 
ſand were dead in three weeks, nay, when it 
was reported three thouſand died in one night, 
and an hundred thouſand more were taken ſick, 


8. avben we might well ſay, Vain was the help e 


man, it pleaſed God to cauſe the fury of it to 
abate, and by his immediate hand to diſarm the 
enemy. It was wonderful! The phyſicians 
were ſurpriſed, wherever they viſited, to find 
their patients better, and in a few days every 
hody was recovering: Nor was this by any 
medicine found out, or any new method of 
cure diſcovered, but it was evidently from 
the ſecret inviſible hand of him that had at firlt 
ſent this diſeaſe, as a judgment upon us. Let 
. the philoſophers ſearch forFaſons in nature to 
account for it, and labour as much as they 
will to leſſen the debt they owe to their maker; 
thoſe phyſicians who had the leaſt ſhare of ve. 
ligion in them, were obliged to acknowledge, 
that it was all ſupernatural. The ſtreets Were 
now full of poor recovering creatures, who 
adpeared very ſen{ible and thankfnhþ to God for 
their unexpected deliverance; Yet 1 rn 
* 7 | - . | . | W lat 
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the that as for the generality of the people, it 
that might too juſtly be ſaid of them, as was ſaid of 
ed it WW the children of Jjrael, after they had been de- 
gen · ¶ livered from the hoſt of Pharaoh, that they 
wer ung his praiſe, but they ſoon forgot his works. 
piſel FF The author, who was preterved unhurt with 
andi his whole family, during the time of the fick- . 
more neſs, gives in his memoirs a particular account 
1abi-W of the many reaſonings and fears which affect- 
hou-We<d his mind, before he could come to a fixed 
en it ¶ concluſion, whether to ſtay, and take his lot 
ight, Win the ſtation in which God had placed him, 
ſick, Nor by leaving the city, zun the hazard of un- 
elp of ſettling himſelf, and lote his effects which lay, 
it toW ſcattered among the merchants. At the earneſt * 
n theW ſolicitations of his brother he had concluded 
ciansY to go; but being always croſſed in this deſign 
find by ſeveral accidents, it came one morning, as 
every he expreſſes it, very warmly in his mind, 
any whether theſe repeated diſappointments were 
od off not intimations to him, that it was the will of 
from heaven he ſhould not go, which was ſuceeed- 
t firltWed by a further thought, that if this ſuggeſtion 
LetY was from God, he was able effectually to pre- 
ire to er ve him in the midſt of all deaths ny dangers 
they that would ſurround him, and that if he at- 
aker i tempted to ſecure himfelt, by fleeing from his 
of r&-E habitation, and ated contrary to theſe intima- 
edge, ons, which he believed to be divine, it was a 
were kind of fly ing from God, who could cauſe his 


' whoEjuſtice to overtake him, w hen and where he 
od for wong lit, ; 
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ſtay, and caſt himſelf entirely upon the pro 


P 


to ſtop and caſting his eye on the ſecond verſe 


rohich is thy refuge, even the moſt high thy habita- 
lion: There ſhall: no evil befall thee, neither Mall 
any plagne come nigh thy dwelling, &c. 


8 
But what finally fixed him in a reſolution te 


tection and good pleaſure of the Almighty 
was, that at a time, when his thoughts were 
more than commonly ſerious upon this weighty 
ſubject, turning over the bible which lay be 
fore him, he cried out, Well, I #now not what 
to do, Lord direct me ] at that juncture happening 


of the 91k Pſalm, he read to the 10th, as 
follows, viz. I «ill ſay of the Lord, he is ny 
refuge and my fortreſs, my God, in him will I truſt, 
Surely. he fall deliver thee from the ſnare of the 
Jowler, and from the noiſome peſtilence. He ſpall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings 
ſhalt thou truſt :- His truth ſhall be thy ſhield ani 
buckler. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night, nor for the arrows that flieth by day, nor 
Jor the-peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, nor for 


the deſtfuction that wahſteth at noon-day. A thau- 


ſand ſball fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy 
right hand ; but it ſhall not come nigh thee. Only 
with thine eyes ſhalt thou behold and ſee the reward 
of-the wicked. Becauſe thou haſt made the Lord 
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